
 

 

A MEETING OF THE FULL COUNCIL WAS HELD ON 

WEDNESDAY 11TH JUNE 2025 AT 7.00PM 

PRESENT – 

Councillor Anne Jackson (Chairman and Mayor) 

Councillor John Crouch (Vice Chairman and Deputy Mayor) 

Councillor Chris Stapley 

Councillor Shane McCarthy 

Councillor Mary Huntington 

Councillor Mary Clark 

Councillor Monique Speksnyder 

Councillor Paul Shone 

Councillor Sandra Hodson 

Councillor David Ferriby 

Councillor Chris Scott 

Councillor John Hamblin 

 

Clerk: Emma Ireton 

 

FC/13/2025 TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES & REASONS FOR ABSENCE 

NONE 

 

FC/14/2025 MINUTES FROM PREVIOUS MEETING 

 

To agree to the Full Council minutes of the 15th May 2025 – Approved 

Amendment to part two, confidential. Change MH response to NO not abstained. 

 

FC/15/2025 MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES – APPENDIX 1 

 

Members received an update regarding open actions.  

 

- Pond was closed for nesting season. 

- Park staff dealt with ants at St Mary’s. 

- Park staff swapped cones at the cemetery. 

- There had been a building survey arranged for the Wigton Park Bowling Club but the 

contractor did not attend. 

- The Cumberland Council had been contacted regarding the maintenance of the 

fountain. 

 

FC/16/2025 DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS, MEMBERS AND OFFICERS TO GIVE 

NOTICE OF INTERESTS ON ITEMS ON THE AGENDA 

 

Cllr Hodson declared an interest in item 7.1 

 

 

 



 

 

FC/17/2025 EXCLUSIONS OF PRESS AND PUBLIC 

 

Item 10.2 was excluded from the press and public. 

 

FC/18/2025 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION  

 

To receive any representations from members of the public – Members of the public are 
invited to speak for a maximum of 5 minutes each. The maximum total time for public 
participation will be 10 minutes. At the close of this item, members of the public will no 
longer be permitted to address the Council Members unless invited to do so by the 
Chairman. 
 
6.1 Public Participation 
 
Prior to this meeting, the Town Council received an email from a local resident 
requesting support to improve accessibility and safety for disabled people visiting 
Wigton. The family involved, attended the full council meeting as a follow up to the email 
and to receive a response to their request of support. Several areas of the town were 
highlighted as a risk, particularly to those in wheelchairs and disabled people such as a 
kerb that is too high outside of B&M. It was also stated that there were not enough 
disabled spaced in Water Street car park among other issues. 
 
Cumberland Councillor, Elaine Lynch was in attendance and agreed to pass comments 
onto the Highways department and to try and arrange a meeting with the relevant people 
so these issues could be discussed. 
 
Wigton Town Councillors were also in agreement that they wanted to support this cause 
and agreed to liaise between the residents and the Cumberland Council as they believe 
the town needs a disability review. 
 
A third resident was also in attendance to observe the full council meeting as they were 
interested in joining as a co-opted member.   
 
 
 
6.2 Cumberland Authority  
 
Cumberland Councillor Elaine Lynch was in attendance and provided the following 
report. 
 
Members were informed that street cleaners were currently in the town after the 
Cumberland Council arranged for them to spend two weeks in Wigton cleaning the 
streets and pavements. It was also noted that the street cleaning machine visits Wigton 
every Monday. 
 
All car parks in the Cumberland Council area are undergoing a review, Wigton’s has not 
yet happened, but it is due. Those visiting St Mary’s Church will still be able to use their 
permits until the review. 
 
 



 

 

The projects that are being considered under Borderlands have visual boards displaying 
each project in the library for residents and visitors to view, Borderlands are also 
considering where else they could be viewed. 
 
Futamura have been given a 4.5-million-pound grant to turn waste energy into gas. It is 
hoped that they will be able to produce their own sulphuric acid with the excess being 
sold. This should decrease the number of HGVs coming into the town and reduce the 
smell. 
 
A new waste and recycling timetable has been produced, displaying dates up to the end 
of September 2025. 
 
A new emergency treatment centre will be opening at the Cumberland Infirmary which 
will hopefully relieve pressure on A&E. There will also be an new endoscopy unit 
opening and a further 85 car parking spaces will be available. 
 
New bus services are out for contract, which includes a new bus from Carlisle to the 
West Cumberland hospital. A new medical school is planned which should encourage 
more applications from consultants as there is currently a shortage. 
 
Members were informed that the proposed electoral review would result in changes to 
Wigton’s ward boundaries, with areas beyond the bypass being placed into a different 
ward. A new parish would be created to include the Bowness, Abbeytown and Solway 
Firth. Comments on the draft plan can be made up until 11th August 2025. It was noted 
each ward would have one Cumberland Councillor. 
 
FC/19/2025 Finance Matters 
 
7.1 To receive and authorise Payments and Bank Reconciliation for May 2025 
 
Members received the payment lists and monthly reconciliation to review prior to the 
meeting. 

 
RESOLVED 
Payments for May 2025 were UNANIMOUSLY approved.       
May’s reconciliation was also  UNANIMOUSLY approved.       

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Wigton Town Council and Wigton Cemetery Payments 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 



 

 

 
 
 

7.2 Year end accounts and Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2024-
2025 

 
7.2.1 To receive and approve the Annual Governance and Accountability Return 
Statement (Section 1, page4 of AGAR) 
 
RESOLVED 
Members voted to approve the Section, Page 4 of the AGAR - APPROVED 
1 member abstained 

 
 

7.2.2 To receive and approve the Annual Internal Audit Report (Page 3 of AGAR) 
 
RESOLVED 
Members voted to approve the Annual Internal Audit, Page 3 of the AGAR - APPROVED 
1 member abstained 
 
7.2.3 To receive and approve the Accounting Statements (Section 2, page 5 of 
AGAR) 
 
RESOLVED 
Members voted to approve Section 2, Page 5 of the AGAR – APPROVED 
2 members voted no 
1 member abstained 

 
7.2.4 To agree the commencement of the period for the exercise of public rights 
starting 13th June 2025 and ending 24th July 2025. 
 
RESOLVED 
Members voted to approve the commencement of the period for the exercise of public 
rights – APPROVED 
1 member abstained 

 
 
 



 

 

7.3  To reappoint Rachael Kelly as the internal auditor for 2025/2026 
 
RESOLVED 
Members voted to appoint Rachael Kelly as the internal auditor for 2025/2026 – 
UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED 

 
7.4 To consider and approve known regular payments for August in advance, delegating 
the authority to make payments to the RFO and Chairman. All payments will be ratified 
in the September meeting.  
 
RESOLVED 
Members voted to approve the August payments in advance - UNANIMOUSLY 
APPROVED 
 
7.5 To approve the finance committee’s decision to appoint their chosen contractor to 
undertake works on Wigton Park Bowling Club’s toilets. 
 
RESOLVED 
Members voted to approve LLED Construction as the contractor to undertake the park 
toilet refurbishments - UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED 
 

 

FC/20/2025 COMMITTEE MEMBERS 
 
The Parks, Allotment and Open Space and the Wigton Burial Joint Committee had a 
space each after not filling the spaces at the May annual meeting. Members were asked 
if they would like to join the committees. 
 
RESOLVED 
Councillor Hamblin put himself forward for both committees, therefore is now a 
committee member of both the Parks, Allotment and Open Space Committee and the 
Wigton Burial Joint Committee. 
 
 
FC/21/2025 STANDING ORDERS 
 
An amendment to the standing orders was proposed to increase the number of 
committee members from between 4 and 7, this was to allow committees to still hold 
meetings when several members were absent and to ensure meetings are quorate. 
 
RESOLVED 
Members voted to adopt the change – UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
FC/22/2025 Grounds Report 
 

 

 



 

 

 
 
One member asked that the apprentice grounds person was thanked for his great 
work on the flower bed next to the Throstle’s Nest. 
 

FC/23/2025 PUBLIC TOILETS 
It was proposed that the office staff continue cleaning the toilets which would save the 
council £12000 per year. Finding a cleaning contractor had been unsuccessful so far. 
 
RESOLVED 
Members agreed to the office staff to clean the public toilets and would review the 
situation in 6 months. 
 
It was proposed that the Council cover the cost of 12-month parking permits for two 
members of the office staff who live outside Wigton. These permits would allow them to 
park in the town car park solely while carrying out Town Council duties. As the permits 
would be used strictly for business purposes, this would be considered a legitimate 
business expense and would support the efficient operation of the Council. 
 
RESOLVED 
Members agreed to buy two 12-month parking permits to allow the office staff to park 
outside their workplace. 
 
FC/22/2025 Town Mayor Engagements 

 
 



 

 

FC/23/2025 Clerk’s Report 

Members were informed that the tipper Transit van’s MOT had recently expired, and it 
had been taken to the garage for inspection. Unfortunately, the vehicle failed the MOT 
due to several mechanical issues, including significant work required on the braking 
system. The estimated cost for the essential repairs is £1,130.16 plus VAT. Members 
were asked to approve the necessary work to keep the vehicle roadworthy and in safe 
working condition. 

RESOLVED 
Members UNANIMOUSLY approved proceeding with the repairs. 

The Clerk advised that, given the age and condition of the van, it would be prudent to 
begin earmarking reserves over the coming years to enable the Council to plan for a 
future replacement. 

Members were also informed that the new Town Council website is nearing completion. 
Once live, office staff will receive training to ensure they are able to manage the site and 
regularly upload documents and information. An audit will also be carried out to ensure 
all required documents are visible to the public, addressing an issue with the current 
website where some uploaded documents are not accessible in the public view. 

The Council received a request from James Richard Circus to hire the Barton Laws field 
for their upcoming visit. The circus plans to set up on Sunday 6th July and remain on site 
until Sunday 13th July, with performances scheduled from Thursday 10th to Sunday 13th 
July. Members raised no objections to the request. 
 

FC/24/2025 Member Reports  
 
Cllr Shone – Church concert 
Cllr Jackson – Spoke with the Rugby Club who are planning events with the Roundtable 
including a beer festival which will be held on the weekend of 29th August. It was stated 
they are likely to ask for a grant to support the event. 
Cllr Crouch – Attended Borderlands meeting and also the St Mary’s event. 
Cllr Huntington – Will be attending the St Mary’s event. 
Cllr Ferriby – announced Trevor Grahamslaw’s book will be unveiled on the 20th if 
members want to attend and suggested the Town Council purchase a copy as the book 
is about Wigton. 
Cllr Hamblin – The RHS will be inspecting flower beds in Phoenix Park and the train 
station as part of the Cumbria in Bloom competition. 
Cllr Scott – Attended the St Mary’s event and attended the carnival meeting. 
Cllr Hodson – Mentioned windows week and distributed the money raised for Wigton 
charities. 
 
Future agenda items – to consider having a fuel card for the grounds staff vehicles. 
 
Meeting Closed: 20:47 
 
Next meeting 9th July 2025 
 



 

 

 

Action Responsibility Completion 
Date 

Complete Comments 

Copy of toilet agreement EI 30th March 
2025 

 Need to look for paper 
copy in office as there is 
no electronic versions 
available. 

Get quotes for park drainage EI/SC 30th May 
2025 

 Ongoing 

Close pond off for nesting EI/SF 30th April 
2025 

YES  

Ask Park staff to look at ant 
problem at St Mary’s 

EI/SF ASAP YES  

Ask Park staff to swap 5 cones 
with cemetery 

EI/SF ASAP YES  

Amend civic protocol  EI/SPD 
Committee 

30th June 
2025 

  

Arrange for a buildings survey 
at the park bowling club 

EI 30th April 
2025 

YES  

Devise a maintenance 
schedule for TC owned 
buildings and land 

EI/SC 30th June 
2025 

  

Contact CC regarding the 
Fountain 

EI/SC 15th June 
2025 

YES  

Research funding available for 
grade 2 listed buildings 

EI/SC 30th 
September 
2025 

  

Research cheaper fuel options 
 

EI/SC 1st August 
2025 

  

 
 
 
 

 

 


