
 

A MEETING OF THE FULL COUNCIL WAS HELD ON 

WEDNESDAY 8TH OCTOBER 2025 AT 7.00PM 

PRESENT – 

Councillor Anne Jackson (Chairman and Mayor) 
Councillor John Crouch (Vice Chairman and Deputy Mayor) 
Councillor Chris Stapley 
Councillor Shane McCarthy 
Councillor Mary Huntington 
Councillor Mary Clark 
Councillor Monique Speksnyder 
Councillor Sandra Hodson 
Councillor David Ferriby 
Councillor Chris Scott 
Councillor John Hamblin 
Councillor Allan Dawes 
Councillor Paul Shone 

 
Clerk: Sophie Cooper 
 
FC/55/2025 TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES & REASONS FOR ABSENCE 
None 
 
FC/56/2025 MINUTES FROM PREVIOUS MEETING 
To agree to the Full Council minutes of the 10th  September 2025 – Approved 
 
FC/57/2025 MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES – APPENDIX 1 

 
Members received an update regarding open actions. 
 

- New Union Jack flags had been purchased and are being put up no later than 31st 
October for Remembrance Day. 

- The grounds report has been amended. 
- Stephen has been informed to make sure that Throstle Park is topped yearly. 
- The extension for submitting comments to Cumberland Council had been 

approved, which Cllr Speksnyder had requested. 
 

FC/58/2025 DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS, MEMBERS AND OFFICERS TO GIVE 
NOTICE OF INTERESTS ON ITEMS ON THE AGENDA 
Cllr Hodson – Item 7 

 
FC/59/2025 EXCLUSIONS OF PRESS AND PUBLIC 
Item 15 is excluded. 
 
FC/60/2025 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION  



 

To receive any representations from members of the public – Members of the public are 
invited to speak for a maximum of 5 minutes each. The maximum total time for public 
participation will be 10 minutes. At the close of this item, members of the public will no 
longer be permitted to address the Council Members unless invited to do so by the 
Chairman. 
 
6.1 Public Participation 
None 

 
6.2 Cumberland Authority Report 
 
Cllr Elaine Lynch was in attendance to provide a report. 
 
Cllr Lynch reported that she had attended David Allen’s surgery earlier today and carried 
out a walkabout of the town to highlight various Highways issues and instances of anti-
social behaviour. PCSO Graham was also present, and the public’s response to him was 
positive. 
 
It was pointed out that all incidents of anti-social behaviour should be reported online to 
the police. 
 
Cllr Lynch continues to press for the kerb at the zebra crossing by B&M to be lowered 
further. A mobility assessment will be undertaken across the whole of Wigton. She will 
also raise concerns regarding drainage issues within the town. 
 
It was noted that the library has not been open as normal due to staffing issues. Cllr 
Lynch is in communication with the library about this matter. 
 
Graffiti has been observed at the bus stop opposite Throstle’s Nest and also near Bron-
Ja’s. It was suggested that Wigton Town Council could write to the property owners 
regarding this. 

 
Cumberland Council Has begun budget negotiations. They are aiming to raise attainment 
levels in school closer to the national average. 
 
Cllr Lynch took questions from members, topics raised included: 

• Drainage concerns on St Cuthbert’s Close. 
• Surface water on the road near Standingstone Heights heading towards 

Oulton. 
• A query regarding Section 106 agreements and discussions between Aldi and 

the local planning authority. 

Cllr Lynch recommended that members contact Sarah Smith at Cumberland Council 
for further information on the Section 106 matter. 

FC/61/2025 Financial Matters 

7.1 To receive and authorise Payments and Bank Reconciliation for September 
2025 



 

 
Members received the payment lists and monthly reconciliations to review prior to the 
meeting. 

 
RESOLVED 

- That the payments and reconciliation for September 2025 be approved 
(unanimously) 

7.2 To receive a statement from the RFO regarding financial regulations 

The Chair read out a statement prepared by the Responsible Financial Officer (RFO). 
Members of the Wigton Burial Joint Committee were asked to provide a date by which 
they will give their response. 

Wigton Town Council and Wigton Cemetery Payments 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FC/62/2025 Planning Application 
 
Councillors were asked to email their comments to the Clerk, who would collate the 
responses and submit a collective comment on the Aldi planning application through 
Cumberland Council’s planning portal.  
 
Members then voted to determine the Council’s overall stance to accompany the 
comment. 
9 members voted to support 
2 members voted to object 
2 members voted neither 
 
FC/63/2025 Local Plan 
 
Cumberland Council will be in the Market Hall on Monday 13th October, from 10am to 
4pm, to discuss the Local Plan with the public. 
 
Concerns were raised that new housing developments should focus more on two- and 
three-bedroom homes rather than larger properties. Further concern was expressed 
about the potential loss of green spaces to housing developments. 
 
FC/64/2025 WBJC Report 
 
It was reported that a grass-cutting contract has been awarded to a contractor, and some 
outstanding groundwork has been completed. The plaques from the cenotaph have been 
taken away for improvement and repair and are expected to be returned in time for 
Remembrance Day.  
 
The Committee is currently investigating the cost of repairing the east wall. Cemetery 
fees have been agreed and finalised, and the Financial Regulations and Standing Orders 
have been reviewed and adopted. The Committee is also in the process of planning its 
budget and will meet later in October. The Terms of Reference are being reviewed by the 
legal teams at CALC and NALC. 
 
Members asked how it was decided who would be awarded the grass-cutting contract 
and whether this was done at a WBJC meeting. This was confirmed and noted that the 
decision had been minuted. Members also asked whether the contract had been 
advertised correctly. Confirmation is to be sought from the RFO that the contract amount 
was below £30,000 and therefore did not require a formal tender process. The WBJC 
were also asked to send the quotes from the unselected contractors to the RFO. 



 

 
 
FC/65/2025 Grounds Report 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FC/66/2025 Town Mayor Engagements 
 
 
 
 
FC/67/2025 Clerk’s Report 
 
Staffing 
Members were informed that all staff will be attending a full-day IOSH Working Safely 
course on Monday, 13th October. 
 
Wigton Park Bowling Club 
The Clerk had previously circulated a quote for chemicals required for the bowling green. 
Members were recommended to approve payment on this occasion and to review the 
arrangement going forward. 
Cllr Ferriby proposed that the Council purchase the chemicals, and Cllr Stapley 
seconded. 
 
RESOLVED: Unanimously agreed. 
 
A proposal had also been sent to the Clerk regarding the installation of two new UPVC 
doors and some windows, with an estimated cost of approximately £4,000. This could be 
funded from the underspend on the park toilets budget. 
Cllr Hodson proposed that the decision be deferred until the next meeting to allow a 
surveyor to inspect and identify any further issues. Cllr Ferriby seconded. 
 
RESOLVED: 12 voted in favour, 1 abstained. 
 
Play Equipment 
An inspection of the play areas was carried out by Zurich, and a report was provided. 
Three pieces of equipment at East End Park were deemed unsafe and have been 
removed for repair, along with one piece of equipment at Fell View Park. 
FC/68/2025 Member Reports 
 
Cllr Huntington – Attended the Mayor’s Civic Service. 
 
Cllr Crouch – Attended the Mayor’s Civic Service and a Borderlands meeting. 
 
Cllr Ferriby – Attended the Mayor’s Civic Service. 

 



 

Cllr Hodson – Attended a Wigton Area Emergency Response Group (WAERG) meeting 
and a Borderlands meeting. Also attended the Cumbrian Woman of the Year event at 
Roundthorn, Penrith.  

 
Cllr McCarthy – Attended the Mayor’s Civic Service. 
 
Cllr Clark – Attended the Mayor’s Civic Service. 
 
Cllr Speksnyder – Submitted a comment on the Cumberland Council’s planning portal. 
 
Meeting Closed: 20:55 
 
Next meeting 12th November 2025 
 
 

Action Responsibility Completion 
Date 

Complete Comments 

Get quotes for park drainage EI/SC Open  Ongoing 
Arrange for an annual review of 
buildings and assets at the park 
bowling club 

EI Asap   

Devise a maintenance 
schedule for TC owned 
buildings and land 

EI/SC Asap   

Research funding available for 
grade 2 listed buildings 

EI/SC 30th 
September 
2025 

  

Research cheaper fuel options 
 

EI/SC 1st August 
2025 

  

Purchase new Union Jack flags EI/SC 31st 
October 

Complete To replace frayed flags 

Give Cllr Hodson old flags Groundsmen Asap   
Write to Home Group regarding 
overgrown path 

EI/SC 30th 
September 

  

Contact CC to ask for extension 
to receive feedback on planning 
application 

EI/SC 12th 
September 

Complete  

Amend grounds report EI/SC 8th October Complete  
Relay information regarding 
annual topping of Phoenix Park 
to the grounds team 

EI/SC Asap Complete  

Develop plan for park toilets 
opening  

EI/SC Asap   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


