
 

A MEETING OF THE FULL COUNCIL WAS HELD ON 

WEDNESDAY 10TH DECEMBER 2025 AT 7.00PM 

PRESENT – 

Councillor Anne Jackson (Chairman and Mayor) 
Councillor Chris Stapley 
Councillor Shane McCarthy 
Councillor Mary Huntington 
Councillor David Ferriby 
Councillor Chris Scott 
Councillor Allan Dawes 
Councillor Paul Shone 
Councillor Monique Speksnyder 
Councillor Mary Clark 

 
Clerk: Emma Ireton 
 
FC/81/2025 TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES & REASONS FOR ABSENCE 
Councillor John Crouch  
Councillor Sandra Hodson 
Councillor John Hamblin 
 
FC/82/2025 MINUTES FROM PREVIOUS MEETING 
 
To agree to the Full Council minutes of the 12th November 2025 – AGREED 

Councillor Speksnyder abstained from voting on the approval of the minutes as she was 
not in attendance at the meeting. 

The minutes of the October meeting were noted to require an amendment. Approval of 
the amended October minutes will be scheduled for consideration on the January 
meeting agenda 

FC/83/2025 MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES – APPENDIX 1 
 
Steve Robinson (Borderlands) was contacted and asked to attend the December Full 
Council meeting. 
 
FC/84/2025 DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS, MEMBERS AND OFFICERS TO GIVE 
NOTICE OF INTERESTS ON ITEMS ON THE AGENDA 
None 
 
FC/85/2025 EXCLUSIONS OF PRESS AND PUBLIC 
Agenda item 15 
 
 



 

FC/86/2025 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION  
To receive any representations from members of the public – Members of the public are 
invited to speak for a maximum of 5 minutes each. The maximum total time for public 
participation will be 10 minutes. At the close of this item, members of the public will no 
longer be permitted to address the Council Members unless invited to do so by the 
Chairman. 
 
 
6.1 Public Participation 
Resident in attendance to observe. 

 
6.2 Cumberland Authority Report 
 
Councillor Lynch was unable to attend the meeting but provided a report which was 
circulated to members prior to the meeting. Questions could be raised through the clerk. 
 

Flooding – The Emergency Response Group were in action all day on 13th Nov during the 
flooding in Wigton and my thanks go out to Rev Phil Jackson and Councillor Chris Scott for 
all their help on the day. Also to Emma for coordinating things, Eileen in the front office for 
helping residents with flood sacks etc and our Mayor, Councillor Anne Jackson for visiting 
residents who had been affected. It was our first emergency, and we learnt a lot from it! 
  
Our Cumberland Council officers organised 2 drop-in sessions on 17th and 19th Nov in the 
Methodist Church which I also attended. We had a lot of residents attend and were able to 
get a lot of information from them and provide help and guidance too. 
  
I was also able to help our local MP Markus C-S organise a visit to residents on Sat 
22nd which Cllr Shane MacCarthy attended as I was away (he can probably add more about 
the meeting). Markus also engaged with CCL regarding their fence, and he mentioned 
Burnside and the flooding in Parliament. 
  
I have a meeting next week with our senior officers in Flooding and Highways to discuss 
what lessons can be learnt and how we can work better with Cumberland Council when 
flooding hits again. I will update you in January on this. 
  
Water Street – this has not been dealt with yet but is back in the hands of the Council and I 
am pressing for a speedy solution as it is getting worse with at least 3 potholes appearing 
now and a lot of standing water. 
  
Fells and Solway Community Panel meeting – Monday 8th Dec – took place in the Market 
Hall at 10-00 and I was disappointed that no WTC councillors were in attendance to engage 
with CC councillors and officers and hear about what is happening in our area and the 
investments we are making. 
  
Neurodiversity and Emotional Wellbeing Strategy – this was launched on 12th November and 
to date there have been 380 enquiries with most coming from Carlisle. It is good to see that 
21 of these came from Wigton so word is getting around. Details of how to access the 
service are on the Cumberland Council website. 
  
I think that is all. I would like to wish you all a very Merry Christmas and all the very best for 
2026. 
 

 



 

Member comments/questions 
 
Councillor Scott reported that an organisation had contacted him to express an interest 
in volunteering to clear debris that has accumulated adjacent to Black Beck, behind the 
properties on Burnside. Councillor Scott will confirm the name of the organisation to the 
Clerk. 

FC/87/2025 Financial Matters 

7.1 To receive and authorise Payments and Bank Reconciliation for November 
2025 
 
Members received the payment lists and monthly reconciliations to review prior to the 
meeting. 

 
RESOLVED 
 
Payments and reconciliation for November 2025 be approved (unanimously) 
 
Wigton Town Council and Wigton Cemetery Payments 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

7.2 To review and agree on the 2026/2027 budget and precept. 

Members were provided with a copy of the budget prior to the meeting which also stated 
the precept amount to be levied to the amount of £430,000. 

Members were encouraged to ask questions and make comments.  

RESOLVED: 
Members voted to approve the 2026/2027 budget. 

Two members abstained from voting. One member stated that they did not understand 
the budget. No reason was provided by the second member. 

Members voted to approve the precept in the sum of £430,000. 

Two members abstained from voting. No reasons were provided. 

7.3 To approve the repairs to St Mary’s Church gate  

A quotation to repair St Mary’s Church gate was circulated to members for consideration. 
Members discussed the respective responsibilities of the Town Council and the Church, 
in light of the legislation introduced in 1972 requiring local authorities to maintain the 
grounds of closed churchyards. There was some disagreement as to whether this 
responsibility extends to boundary walls, gates, and fencing. 



 

RESOLVED 

It was agreed to defer a decision to a future meeting. This will allow the Clerk to research 
the relevant legislation and to meet with the Vicar of St Mary’s Church, Richard Corrie, to 
undertake a walkthrough of the grounds and establish a clear maintenance plan. 

7.4 To add the Clerk to the Town Council E-savings account. 

It was noted that the Clerk and Assistant Clerk (EI and SC) had not previously been 
added as authorised users to one of the Town Council eSavings accounts. The Clerk 
requested that members approve their addition to the account to enable funds to be 
transferred into a savings account with a higher interest rate. 

RESOLVED 

Members unanimously approved the addition of both the Clerk and Assistant Clerk to the 
eSavings account (Account No. 54008118) and Events account (Account No 54008081) 

 
FC/88/2025 Town plan 

At a previous meeting, members discussed the development of a new Town Plan. 
Members were asked to consider their skills, strengths, and experience and to put 
themselves forward at this meeting to form a working group. 

RESOLVED 

It was agreed that the Town Plan Working Group would comprise the following 
councillors: 
Councillors McCarthy, Dawes, Ferriby, Scott, and Jackson. 

The Clerk will also be a member of the working group. 

Members will arrange for a meeting of the working group to take place shortly after 
Christmas. 

FC/89/2025 WBJC report 

It was reported that following a period with relatively few funerals, there have been 
several funerals recently, with further services scheduled in the coming weeks. 

Members were advised that there had been some minor flooding within the cemetery; 
however, this has now been resolved. 

The Vice-Chairman, Tony Huntington (Waverton Parish Council), will act as Chairman of 
the Wigton Burial Joint Committee while Councillor Mary Clark is on leave for a period of 
three months. Councillor Clark is expected to return in April 2026. 



 

It was noted that there is an issue with the cemetery electrical supply, as all electrics are 
currently routed through the cemetery house, which is a rented property. Works will be 
undertaken to separate and remove the wider cemetery electrical supply from the house. 

Members requested that the chapel, which is currently used for storage, be tidied due to 
the presence of flammable materials and general waste. It was agreed that benches may 
continue to be stored there for refurbishment purposes; however, other items should be 
removed. It was also suggested that an inventory of items stored in the chapel be 
compiled. 

FC/90/2025 Grounds report 

Councillor Speksnyder queried whether 10,000 daffodil bulbs had been purchased, as 
the report referenced 5,000. The Clerk advised that this would be checked with the 
Assistant Clerk (SC), who placed the order. 

Councillor Dawes asked whether an inventory of the ground’s machinery is held. The 
Clerk confirmed that an asset register is maintained and can be filtered to show only 
assets relating to the grounds team. 

ACTION: Clerk to provide Councillor Dawes with a filtered copy of the asset register 
showing grounds machinery/assets. 

 
 



 

 

FC/91/2025 Town Mayor Engagements 

 



 

FC/92/2025 Clerk’s Report 

Members were advised that CALC training has been arranged to take place upon 
Councillor Clark’s return in April. The training will be delivered in person and will cover 
GDPR, the Code of Conduct, and Social Media. 

Members discussed arrangements for covering the public toilets on Saturdays while 
Councillor Clark is on leave. Several local individuals were suggested as potential cover, 
subject to remuneration. It was agreed that the Clerk would follow this up directly with 
those recommended. 

The Clerk thanked all councillors and volunteers who assisted with the Christmas Light 
Switch-On event. It was noted that adverse weather conditions may have reduced 
attendance during the day; however, the light switch-on itself was well attended. It was 
reported that a total of £287.40 was raised from the attractions and raffle. 

FC/93/2025 Member Reports 
 
Cllr Dawes – Attended the Christmas Light Switch-On event. Also completed the 
Effective Councillor training through CALC. Recommends that all councillors read the 
NALC’s Good  Councillor Guide. 
 
Cllr Speksnyder – Attended Borderlands meetings. 
 
Cllr Ferriby – Attended the Christmas Light Switch-On event. Also mentioned the 
Church Service which will be on Sunday, 3pm at St Mary’s. 

 
Cllr McCarthy – Attended the Christmas Light Switch-On event. Met with Burnside 
residents several times. 
 
Cllr Scott– Met with members of the WEARG to help residents during the flood. 
 
Cllr Stapley – Attended the Christmas Light Switch-On event. 
 
Future agenda items: 
Tommy Statue 
St Mary’s Gate 
 
Meeting Closed: 20:02 
 
Next meeting 14 January 2026 

 


