
A MEETING OF THE FULL COUNCIL WAS HELD ON 

WEDNESDAY 12th NOVEMBER 2025 AT 7.00PM 

PRESENT – 

Councillor Anne Jackson (Chairman and Mayor) 
Councillor John Crouch (Vice Chairman and Deputy Mayor) 
Councillor Chris Stapley 
Councillor Shane McCarthy 
Councillor Mary Huntington 
Councillor Sandra Hodson 
Councillor David Ferriby 
Councillor Chris Scott 
Councillor John Hamblin 
Councillor Allan Dawes 
Councillor Paul Shone 

 
Clerk: Emma Ireton 
 
FC/68/2025 TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES & REASONS FOR ABSENCE 
Councillor Monique Speksnyder 
Councillor Mary Clark 
 
FC/69/2025 MINUTES FROM PREVIOUS MEETING 
 
To agree to the Full Council minutes of the 8th October 2025 – Deferred 
There was an action  to send the financial statement to the WBJC. 
 
FC/70/2025 MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES – APPENDIX 1 
 
No updates 
 
FC/71/2025 DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS, MEMBERS AND OFFICERS TO GIVE 
NOTICE OF INTERESTS ON ITEMS ON THE AGENDA 
Cllr Hodson – Item 7 

 
FC/72/2025 EXCLUSIONS OF PRESS AND PUBLIC 
None 
 
FC/73/2025 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION  
To receive any representations from members of the public – Members of the public are 
invited to speak for a maximum of 5 minutes each. The maximum total time for public 
participation will be 10 minutes. At the close of this item, members of the public will no 
longer be permitted to address the Council Members unless invited to do so by the 
Chairman. 
 
 



6.1 Public Participation 
None 

 
6.2 Cumberland Authority Report 
 

She reported that five new disabled parking bays had been installed in Water Street Car 
Park as part of recent improvement works. Advance letters were issued to nearby 
residents and businesses, which helped the works proceed smoothly. 

The ongoing drainage issue on Water Street has been raised multiple times and was 
therefore prioritised by United Utilities. 

Long-serving employee Eileen Green is retiring, and Cllr Lynch expressed thanks for her 
many years of service. 

A meeting had taken place with Highways to discuss blocked drains throughout the town. 

Parking concerns on George Street were raised, and it was agreed that Cllr JC would 
take photographs so the matter can be formally reported. 

Cllr Dawes requested that Cllr Lynch provide a monthly update on outstanding Highway 
reports relating to Wigton. It was agreed if the clerk makes the reports it will be easier to 
provide updates. 

The pothole in the bus bay will also be investigated. 

Cllr Lynch advised that Borderlands met on 13 October, and a Wigton Town Team 
meeting took place on 12 November to discuss local projects. 

The Wigton Area Emergency Response Group continues to progress and is planning a 
future emergency exercise to test the response plan. 

Cllr Lynch attended the Remembrance Sunday service and the parade to the Memorial 
Garden. 

The Fells and Solway Community Panel will meet on 8 December at 10:00 in the Market 
Hall. Councillors and members of the public are welcome to attend. 

The Neurodiverse and Wellbeing Service will go live on 12 November, offering support 
while individuals wait for assessment or diagnosis. 

The 300 bus service will continue running every 30 minutes, with a new route including 
Anthorn – Kirkbride – Wigton. The 600 service will also begin serving both the 
Cumberland Infirmary and the West Cumberland Hospital. 

Cumberland Council is currently reviewing its 2026/2027 budget. 

Cllr Lynch noted that she will not be able to attend the Christmas Lights Switch-On event. 



FC/74/2025 Financial Matters 

7.1 To receive and authorise Payments and Bank Reconciliation for October 2025 
 
Members received the payment lists and monthly reconciliations to review prior to the 
meeting. 

 
RESOLVED 
 
Payments and reconciliation for October 2025 be approved (unanimously) 
 
Wigton Town Council and Wigton Cemetery Payments 
 
 

 



 
 

 
 
 

7.2 To discuss and vote on the use of surplus funds in the toilet refurbishment 
budget to urgently replace the windows and doors at Wigton Park Bowling Club 

The Clerk explained that, under the previous agreement with Wigton Park Bowling Club, 
the replacement of the windows had already been approved. As £4,000 remained in the 
park toilet refurbishment budget, it was recommended that the necessary repairs 
proceed. The Clerk also advised that the agreement should be updated. 



RESOLVED: 
Members unanimously approved the replacement of the windows and doors, subject to 
the condition that the agreement with Wigton Park Bowling Club is revised within three 
months. 

7.3 To receive the six-monthly budget monitoring figures and forecast, and to 
consider suggestions for earmarked reserves or projects. 
 
Members received the six-monthly budget monitoring report along with the forecast for 
the next six months. It was noted that the Finance Committee had reviewed the budget 
line by line and made several amendments. Members were invited to ask questions and 
advised that the final budget will be presented for approval at the December meeting. 

A query was raised regarding the level of reserves held by the Wigton Burial Joint 
Committee (WBJC) and whether there is a plan for their use. 

 
FC/75/2025 Town plan 

Members were invited to discuss the process for creating a new Town Plan. 
It was noted that several actions from the previous plan remain outstanding and will 
require further consideration. Members also discussed the need to take account of the 
Borderlands programme and its potential impact on future planning. The question was 
raised: What should Wigton look like over the next five years? 

RESOLVED: 
It was agreed that an agenda item will be included on the December meeting to allow 
councillors time to consider the skills and experience required to form a working group. 

 
FC/76/2025 WBJC report 
 

Cllr Mary Clark sent apologies but provided the following report: 

• Five funerals are scheduled to take place over the next two weeks. 
• The committee has prepared the draft budget for 2026/2027. 
• Autumn grounds maintenance is nearing completion. 
• Refurbishment of the Cenotaph has been completed. 
• There has been a delay in repairing the doors; this work has now been 

rescheduled for March 2026. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



FC/77/2025 Grounds report 
 

 

 

 



 
 

 
FC/78/2025 Town Mayor Engagements 
 

 
 
 
FC/79/2025 Clerk’s Report 
 
Members discussed Borderlands and many asked for a more in-depth update regarding 
projects. It was agreed the clerk would contact Steve Robinson again and ask if he would 
attend a council meeting before members could agree on project specifics.  
 
It was agreed the clerk would purchase a greetings card for Eileen Green and manage 
the collection. 

 
 

FC/80/2025 Member Reports 
 
Cllr Huntington – Attended the Remembrance Sunday service 
 
Cllr Crouch – Attended Remembrance services and shared feedback from a George 
Street resident regarding car parking on the road and related issues. 
 
Cllr Hodson – Attended: Borderlands meeting, Wigton Town Team meeting, 
Remembrance Sunday services and Hospice at Home AGM on 30th October. 



 
Members also thanked Cllr Hodson for dressing the Fountain with poppies. 

 
Cllr McCarthy – Attended Remembrance Sunday service and fireworks at Rugby Club. 
 
Cllr Scott– Mentioned that Andy’s Man’s Club asked if they could use Barton Laws as a 
contingency venue in the circumstance that their regular venue was unavailable. 
Members approved. Attended fireworks display at the Rugby Club. 
 
Cllr Stapley – Attended Remembrance Day service at the cemetery 
 
Cllr Hamblin – Attended the Cumbria in Bloom ceremony on 14th October where he 
received an outstanding certificate for his flowerbed entry. Also was in receipt of a £200 
donation from the Thrifty Throstle towards the purchase of future plants and flowers. 
Also attended Remembrance Day services. 
 
Future agenda items: 
Tommy Statue 
Councillor Training 
 
Meeting Closed: 21:00 
 
Next meeting 10th December 2025 
 
 

Action Responsibility Completion 
Date 

Complete Comments 

Arrange for an annual review of 
buildings and assets at the park 
bowling club 

EI Asap   

Devise a maintenance 
schedule for TC owned 
buildings and land 

EI/SC Asap   

Research funding available for 
grade 2 listed buildings 

EI/SC 30th 
September 
2025 

  

Research cheaper fuel options 
 

EI/SC 1st August 
2025 

  

Develop plan for park toilets 
opening  

EI/SC Asap   

Contact Steve Robinson and 
invite to council meeting 

EI/SC Before 
December 

  

Revise Park Bowling Club 
agreement 

EI/SC and 
councillors 

End Feb   

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


