
 

A MEETING OF THE FULL COUNCIL WAS HELD ON 

WEDNESDAY 14th JANUARY 2026 AT 7.00PM 

PRESENT – 

Councillor Anne Jackson (Chairman and Mayor) 
Councillor Chris Stapley 
Councillor Shane McCarthy 
Councillor Mary Huntington 
Councillor David Ferriby 
Councillor Chris Scott 
Councillor Allan Dawes 
Councillor Paul Shone 
Councillor Monique Speksnyder 
Councillor Sandra Hodson 
Councillor Hamblin 

 
Clerk: Emma Ireton 
 
FC/94/2026 TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES & REASONS FOR ABSENCE 
Councillor John Crouch  
Councillor Mary Clark 
 
FC/95/2026 MINUTES FROM PREVIOUS MEETING 
 
To agree to the Full Council minutes of the 8th October 2025 – AGREED 
Cllr Hodson abstained as she was not present at the meeting. 
 
To agree to the Full Council minutes of the 10th December 2025 – AGREED 
 
FC/96/2026 MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES – APPENDIX 1 
 
Research into fuel cards was undertaken, and at this time there is no benefit to using 
them, as the associated fees would outweigh any potential savings. 
 
The clerk will be meeting with Reverend Richard Corrie on Friday 16th January to a walk 
around at St Marys to discuss the grounds maintenance. 
 
 
FC/97/2026 DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS, MEMBERS AND OFFICERS TO GIVE 
NOTICE OF INTERESTS ON ITEMS ON THE AGENDA 
None 
 
FC/98/2026 EXCLUSIONS OF PRESS AND PUBLIC 
None 
 
FC/99/2026 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION  



 

To receive any representations from members of the public – Members of the public are 
invited to speak for a maximum of 5 minutes each. The maximum total time for public 
participation will be 10 minutes. At the close of this item, members of the public will no 
longer be permitted to address the Council Members unless invited to do so by the 
Chairman. 
 
6.1 Public Participation 
Several members of St Mary’s Church PCC were in attendance and spoke about the 
importance of the gate being restored. It was noted that Wigton Town Council is 
responsible for the maintenance of the closed churchyard, including boundary walls, 
fences and gates, in accordance with the transfer of responsibility under section 215 of 
the Local Government Act 1972. 
 
It was RESOLVED to vary the order of business and to consider agenda item 7.2 
following Public Participation. 
 
7.2 To consider and approve the repair of St Mary’s Church gate at a cost of £1000 
+ VAT. 
 
Members had a short discussion and moved to a vote. 
 
RESOLVED 
Members UNANIMOUSLY voted to approve the repair of St Mary’s gate. 
 
6.2 Cumberland Authority Report 
 
Councillor Lynch was in attendance and provided the following comments: 
 
Water Street was temporarily closed, and the flooding issue and pothole were 
subsequently repaired. Residents are urges to report issues online with photographs, if 
possible, to the Cumberland Council’s website. 
 
It was reported that a local resident had contacted the Town Council urging it to 
encourage Cumberland Council’s Highways team to introduce a 20-mph speed limit 
through Wigton. It was stated that the Highways team are already considering this matter 
and that, prior to any changes being implemented, the usual procedures, including traffic 
surveys, would be required. Some members queried the proposal and asked for it to be 
a future agenda item. 
 
On Tuesday 3rd February the Flood Mobile will be in Water Street Car Park along with a 
flood event within the Market Hall between 12pm and 4pm. Councillors and residents are 
encouraged to attend to discuss flooding issues. 
 
A Borderlands meeting has been planned for Thursday 15th January. 
 
On 10 December, the Wigton Family Hub held its Christmas Party. For the first time, 
attendance reached maximum capacity. 
 
The Health and Wellbeing Board met in December and discussed opportunities to 
enhance community development and to locate additional services within Wigton 



 

Hospital. The Wellbeing service is going well with lots of people looking for support. Self-
referrals can be made. 
Questions and comments for Cllr Lynch 
- Are there any timelines for the proposed Aldi supermarket? 

It was stated this is still under consultation. 
- A WTC member shared that they were in receipt of a letter regarding the Kings Arms 

from Markus Campbell – Savours office. 
- A pot hole has appeared on Lowmoor Road, it has been reported to Highways. 
 
FC/100/2026 Financial Matters 
 
7.1 To receive and authorise Payments and Bank Reconciliation for December 
2025 
 
Members received the payment lists and monthly reconciliations to review prior to the 
meeting. 

 
RESOLVED 
 
Payments and reconciliation for December 2025 be approved (unanimously) 
 
Wigton Town Council and Wigton Cemetery Payments 

 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 

7.3 To consider and approve the Assistant Clerk undertaking the IOSH Managing 
Safely qualification, at a cost of £425 plus VAT. 

Members considered a request for the Assistant Clerk to undertake the IOSH Managing 
Safely qualification at a cost of £425 plus VAT. It was noted that, going forward, the 
Assistant Clerk will be responsible for managing health and safety matters relating to the 
grounds team. 

RESOLVED 

Members UNANIMOUSLY approved the request. The course will be booked from the 4th 
– 6th of February 2026. 



 

7.4 To consider and approve an estimate of £3,678.63 plus VAT for replacement parts 
for play park equipment.  
 
The office was notified by Zurich, the Council’s insurers, that several items of play 
equipment required repair. Quotations were obtained, with the total cost amounting to 
£3,678.63. Members were advised that the required works related to multiple items of 
equipment and that replacement would not result in a cost saving. 

RESOLVED 

It was resolved UNANIMOUSLY, to approve the payment to repair the equipment. 

FC/101/2026 To consider the acceptance of the gifted statue, the taking of 
ownership by the Council, and the approval of its proposed location. 

Members considered a proposal for a “Tommy” statue to be gifted to the Town Council. 
The proposal included the Council accepting ownership of the statue and locating it at 
Barton Laws, close to the war memorial. 

RESOLVED: 
That the Town Council accept the gifted statue and take ownership of it. 
Approved by a majority. Cllr Jackson abstained. 

RESOLVED: 
That Barton Laws be approved as the location for the statue. 
Approved by a majority. Cllr Jackson abstained. 

RESOLVED: 
That an information board be erected to explain the background of the statue and the 
war memorial. 
Approved unanimously. 

FC/102/2026 Grounds Report 
Cllr Speksnyder thanked the Woodland Trust for donating trees that were planted in East 
End Park. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 

 
 
FC/104/2026 Town Mayor Engagements 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

FC/105/2026 Clerk’s Report 

It was noted that, of the four defibrillators for which Wigton Town Council is responsible, 
two will require replacement as batteries and CPR pads are no longer available for those 
models. The Clerk will provide costings for replacements at the next meeting. 

     The 20-mph speed limit proposal from a local resident was shared with members, who 
requested that this be included as a future agenda item. 

It was agreed that the sub-committee established to develop the Town Plan would meet 
on 2 February at 18:45 at Barton Laws. 

FC/106/2026 Member Reports 
 
Cllr Dawes – asked whether there was any further information available regarding 
training. The Clerk advised that in-person training would be delivered over a three-month 
period prior to Full Council, with sessions scheduled for April, May and June. 
 
Cllr Speksnyder – Attended POA meeting and mentioned there will be a harvest festival 
at the allotments on 5th September 2026. 
 
Cllr Ferriby – Attended the Christmas concert. 

 
Cllr McCarthy – Attended the Christmas concert. 
 
Cllr Hodson – reported that they had attended the Christmas concert and represented 
the Town Council at the RABI concert and reading. They also attended a Borderlands 
meeting and were invited to the Solway Network Church Christmas event. In addition, 
the Councillor visited local care homes on Christmas Eve to deliver biscuits and 
chocolates to residents and staff. 
 
Cllr Shone - Attended the Christmas concert. 
 
Cllr Jackson – asked whether a bin could be placed near the top of Barton Laws and 
was advised that a bin is already located in that area. The Member also enquired 
whether the Town Council could budget to support families moving to Wigton with very 
limited resources. Members noted that a number of organisations already provide this 
type of support and instead requested that a leaflet be produced to signpost residents to 
the relevant services. 
 
Cllr Stapley – Attended the Christmas concert. 
 
Future agenda items: 
20 mph proposal 
 
Meeting Closed: 20:32 
 
Next meeting 11 February 2026 
 
 



 

Action Responsibility Completion 
Date 

Complete Comments 

Arrange for an annual review of 
buildings and assets at the park 
bowling club 

EI Asap   

Devise a maintenance 
schedule for TC owned 
buildings and land 

EI/SC Ongoing   

Develop plan for park toilets 
opening  

EI/SC Asap   

Revise Park Bowling Club 
agreement 

EI/SC and 
councillors 

End Feb   

     
 
 
 

 


