
 

A MEETING OF THE FULL COUNCIL WAS HELD ON 

WEDNESDAY 11TH FEBRUARY 2026 AT 7.00PM 

PRESENT – 

Councillor Chris Stapley 
Councillor Shane McCarthy 
Councillor Mary Huntington 
Councillor David Ferriby 
Councillor Allan Dawes 
Councillor Paul Shone 
Councillor Monique Speksnyder 
Councillor Sandra Hodson 
Councillor John Crouch  
Councillor Hamblin 

 
Clerk: Emma Ireton 
 
FC/107/2026 TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES & REASONS FOR ABSENCE 
Councillor Mary Clark 
Councillor Anne Jackson (Chairman and Mayor) 
Councillor Chris Scott 
 
FC/108/2026 MINUTES FROM PREVIOUS MEETING 
 
To agree to the Full Council minutes of the 11th January 2026 – AGREED 
Change congregation to PCC. 
 
FC/109/2026 MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES – APPENDIX 1 
None 
 
FC/110/2026 DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS, MEMBERS AND OFFICERS TO GIVE 
NOTICE OF INTERESTS ON ITEMS ON THE AGENDA 
None 
 
FC/111/2026 EXCLUSIONS OF PRESS AND PUBLIC 
Under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the press and public were 
excluded from Item 14 due to the confidential nature of the business to be transacted. 
 
FC/112/2026 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION  
To receive any representations from members of the public – Members of the public are 
invited to speak for a maximum of 5 minutes each. The maximum total time for public 
participation will be 10 minutes. At the close of this item, members of the public will no 
longer be permitted to address the Council Members unless invited to do so by the 
Chairman. 
 
 



 

6.1 Public Participation 
PCSO Graham Kirkpatrick and the Wigton area PC from the Neighbourhood Policing 
Team attended the meeting and presented statistical data to members. The following 
provides a breakdown of calls for service resulting in Police attendance within Wigton. 
 

Antisocial Behaviour 3 
Burglary 6 
Concern for welfare 12 
Criminal Damage 5 
Domestic Incidents 11 
Drugs 1 
Fire/Gas/Electricity 1 
Fraud 1 
Harassment 5 
Highway Distribution 2 
Missing Person 5 
Other (non crime related 
actions) 11 
Pets/Wildlife 2 
Public Order 2 
Road Related Offence 4 
Road Traffic Collision 3 
Suspect 
Package/Object/Bomb 0 
Sexual offences 4 
Suspicious incident 5 
Theft 4 
Violence Against the Person 4 
Weapons 2 

 
Both officers confirmed that they are engaging with parents of children involved in ASB, 
with most parents being supportive of Police intervention. They also clarified that policing 
in Wigton involves both proactive neighbourhood engagement and reactive response to 
calls for service. 

 
6.2 Cumberland Authority Report 
 
Cllr Lynch was in attendance and provided the following update: 

It was reported that Wigton overall remains a safe place to live, with the primary concern 
continuing to be anti-social behaviour. 

On 16 January, a meeting was held at St Mary’s Church to review grounds maintenance 
matters. 

On 23 January, Cllr Lynch met with the Highways Team to undertake a walk-around of 
Wigton to discuss Traffic Regulation Orders (TROs). George Street was reviewed and, 
as a result, double yellow lines have been proposed to address over-parking and 
improve access for large vehicles such as refuse collection wagons. West Street was 



 

also reviewed due to regular bottleneck issues. It was suggested that parked vehicles be 
relocated to the opposite side of the road to improve visibility of oncoming traffic. 

Cllr Lynch advised that she would support the introduction of a 20mph restriction in the 
centre of Wigton due to concerns regarding speeding. However, this would require 
several consultations before approval. If a town-centre restriction is not feasible, it was 
suggested that 20mph limits outside schools be made enforceable rather than advisory. 

On 24 January, Cllr Lynch attended the Community Panel meeting in Allonby, where 
discussions focused on potential service improvements. 

A Wigton Area Emergency Group meeting was held, alongside a Flood Event. The flood 
support van was stationed in Water Street Car Park to provide advice, and an 
information event was held in the Market Hall where various agencies were present to 
offer guidance to residents affected by flooding. Thanks were extended to Cllr Hodson 
for manning the stall throughout the day. Reports are awaited regarding flooding at 
Burnside. 

It was reported that a member of the public raised concerns regarding weight restrictions 
on the High Street and questioned why these were not referenced within the Aldi 
planning application. Members were advised that weight restrictions are exempt where 
access is required. 

The pedestrian crossing repair works are scheduled to take place shortly, with signage to 
be installed to inform residents. 

Plans are in place to expand specialist SEND provision, with central government funding 
90% of the cost and Cumberland Council contributing 10%. The additional provision will 
be delivered within schools. 

The previously reported sinkhole in Wigton has now been repaired, and associated 
drainage works have also been inspected and addressed. 

 

Questions Raised to Cllr Lynch 

• A loose manhole cover on St Cuthbert’s Close has been reported. Both Cumberland 
Council and United Utilities have indicated the other organisation is responsible. Cllr 
Lynch was asked to assist in clarifying responsibility and progressing repair. 

• Concerns were raised regarding vehicles using the footpath between Wigton Baths and 
Lowmoor Road. It was requested that this be investigated. 

• Cllr Hamblin reported that trade waste at the cemetery had not been collected and 
requested that Cllr Lynch investigate the matter. 

 
 
 



 

FC/113/2026 Financial Matters 
 
7.1 To receive and authorise Payments and Bank Reconciliation for January 2026 
 
Members received the payment lists and monthly reconciliations to review prior to the 
meeting. 

 
RESOLVED 
 
Payments and reconciliation for January 2026 be approved (unanimously) 
 
Wigton Town Council and Wigton Cemetery Payments 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 

 
 

7.2 To consider and approve the purchase of a chainsaw at a cost of £769 plus 
VAT.  

Members considered a report regarding the purchase of a chainsaw for use by the 
grounds team at a cost of £769 plus VAT. 

It was noted that the equipment is required to support operational duties and ongoing 
maintenance works. 

RESOLVED: 
That the purchase of a chainsaw at a cost of £769 plus VAT be approved. 

The resolution was carried unanimously. 

7.3 To consider and approve the renewal of the Council’s insurance through Zurich, 
either for one year at a cost of £13,345.93 or for three years at a cost of £12,589.44 
per annum. 
 
Members considered the renewal of the Council’s insurance policy. It was reported that 
three insurance providers were approached to provide quotations; however, only Zurich, 
the Council’s current insurer, submitted a quotation. 

Members were advised of the following options: 

• One-year policy at a cost of £13,345.93 
• Three-year long-term agreement at a cost of £12,589.44 per annum 



 

Members discussed and agreed on the reduced annual premium under the three-year 
agreement. 

RESOLVED: 
That the Council enter into a three-year long-term agreement with Zurich at a cost of 
£12,589.44 per annum. 

The resolution was carried unanimously.    

FC/114/2026 To consider the replacement of two defibrillators, and to authorise the 
Clerk to obtain quotations and proceed with purchase once costs are confirmed. 
 
The Clerk reported that, of the four Council-owned defibrillators, two units require 
replacement batteries and pads. Due to the age of these devices, replacement batteries 
and pads are no longer available from the manufacturer and therefore the units are no 
longer serviceable. 

The Clerk advised that confirmed replacement costs are being obtained. In the 
meantime, approval was sought for the replacement of both defibrillators, subject to 
costs being confirmed. 

RESOLVED: 
Members voted unanimously to approve the replacement of two defibrillators and 
authorised the Clerk to obtain quotations and proceed with the purchase. 

FC/115/2026 To consider the potential introduction of a 20mph speed limit through 
Wigton, and to agree the Council’s views for submission to Cumberland Council. 

Members had previously requested that this item be placed on the agenda following a 
request raised by a member of the public with Cllr Lynch. 

Members considered the proposal and discussed the advantages and disadvantages. 
Views were mixed. Some Members expressed support, noting that a reduced speed limit 
could improve road safety. Others commented that during peak traffic periods it is often 
difficult for vehicles to exceed 20mph in any event, and therefore questioned whether the 
proposal would represent an effective use of public funds. 

It was noted that concerns regarding speeding had been raised, particularly in relation to 
vehicles travelling from Southend up King Street during late evening hours. 

Representatives from Cumbria Constabulary, who were present at the meeting, advised 
that where specific instances of speeding are reported, the Police can monitor identified 
roads at particular times. They also suggested that the Council may wish to consider the 
purchase of an AutoSpeedWatch camera, which automatically records speeding vehicles 
and issues advisory letters. The data collected could assist the Police in identifying and 
monitoring problem areas more effectively. 

Following discussion, it was agreed that the matter would be included as an agenda item 
for further consideration at the next meeting. As Members’ views were divided, no formal 
comments would be submitted to Cumberland Council at this stage. 



 

 
FC/116/2026 Grounds Report 
 

 

 



 

 
 
FC/117/2026 Town Mayor Engagements 
To be received in March. 

 
FC/118/2026 Clerk’s Report 
 
The Clerk reminded Members who have not yet arranged an appointment with SC to 
change their Council email accounts that this must be done as soon as possible. 

An update was provided in relation to the public toilets. Members were informed that the 
issue of youths accessing and vandalising the disabled toilet has now been addressed 
by installing a metal plate over the lock mechanism, which has resolved the matter. 

FC/119/2026 Member Reports 
 
Cllr Huntington –  stated Cumberland Council had left cones in Water St Car Park 
which were blocking spaces. 
 
Cllr Speksnyder – Attended the flood event.  Advised that more trees would be planted 
at East End Park. 
 
Cllr Ferriby – Attended the Town Plan meeting. The next Town Plan meeting was 
arranged for Monday 9th March at 18:30. A finance committee meeting was planned for 
Wednesday 4th March at 17:30, both meetings will be held at Barton Laws. 

 
Cllr Hodson – Attended the flood event and WAERG meeting. 
 
 
 



 

Future agenda items: 
AutoSpeedWatch Camera 
Staffing Update 
 
Meeting Closed: 20:22 
 
Next meeting 11 March 2026 
 

Action Responsibility Completion 
Date 

Complete Comments 

Arrange for an annual review of 
buildings and assets at the park 
bowling club 

EI Asap   

Devise a maintenance 
schedule for TC owned 
buildings and land 

EI/SC Ongoing   

Develop plan for park toilets 
opening  

EI/SC Asap   

Revise Park Bowling Club 
agreement 

EI/SC and 
councillors 

End Feb   

 


	Questions Raised to Cllr Lynch

